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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN — TRANSPARENCY 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.37 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to allow the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the Premier and his senior ministers for their disrespect of this 
Parliament by avoiding the scrutiny of this house and abandoning their promise to govern with 
“gold-standard transparency”. 

There has been discussion and — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Just hold on, deputy leader. Members, thank you. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I understand that there is an agreement with the government to allow this to happen, so I will sit 
and let the Leader of the House speak. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.38 pm]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” the following — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need an absolute 
majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.39 pm]: I move the motion. I rise to condemn 
this government and the Premier and senior ministers for their disrespect.  
We are assembled in this Parliament, and the purposes of a Parliament are to pass legislation, form budgets and 
enable the opposition of the day to hold the government to account. It is particularly important that the government 
supplies the Premier, the Deputy Premier and ministers in this house so that they can be interrogated about the actions 
and policies of their government. I point out to the house that missing today are the Premier, the Deputy Premier 
and the Minister for Energy. The Minister for Emergency Services in the other place is jetsetting across to America 
in the middle of a supposed state of emergency. The Minister for Fisheries was not here at question time. The Minister 
for Finance has declared that he will not be here tomorrow. The Minister for Environment will not be here tomorrow 
or for the rest of the week. We know that the Minister for Commerce, the Deputy Premier, is taking a two-week 
absence, just before we rise for the winter break. 
I draw the attention of members to the parliamentary sitting calendar. All the areas marked in purple are the sitting 
days. Ministers should put these in their diaries, come along to Parliament and be interrogated—take part in the 
process of democracy. That is what they are paid to do, along with running their ministerial positions. They should 
come to Parliament and be interrogated and put forward their views. This chamber sits for 20 weeks of the year, 
although one of those weeks is for estimates hearings, which are not sitting days as such. This Parliament actually 
sits for 19 weeks, and one would think that ministers of the Crown could make themselves available in that time. 
They have 305 other days of the year to make their announcements. The Minister for Energy could have gone to 
Collie last week or at the end of this week. He did not have to go to Collie on a sitting day and take the Premier 
with him. There is absolutely no need for that. It should not be the default position that ministers avoid the scrutiny 
of Parliament by tripping off around the countryside whenever they feel like it. They are actually here as part of 
a process. We need to ask them questions and find out what the government has been doing to enable the people 
of Western Australia to feel that their government is being held to account and is able to explain itself to the 
appropriate authority—that is, Parliament. 
Another practice this government has adopted with great abandon, especially since the last election, is to send a letter 
that supposedly tells us what is going to happen in Parliament throughout the week, and then we find that cabinet sits 
on the Monday with a whole different list of priorities, and suddenly all these urgent bills get dropped on Parliament 
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without any notice and without any opportunity for the opposition to get fully briefed and to interrogate these matters 
and bring an understanding to Parliament about what it is being asked to pass. This has happened 11 times since 
the last election. The government has introduced legislation that is supposedly urgent. I remember one occasion 
on which legislation was introduced and had to be passed here so that it could get to the other place. Then we found 
the other place did not even intend to examine it until the following sitting block. That was known, yet the legislation 
was still forced through this house without an opportunity for members sitting in this chamber to fully interrogate 
the situation. 
I had a question today for the Minister for Commerce on a very important issue. People were in potentially 
life-threatening circumstances. I am not going to wait until after the winter break to ask that question. Why is the 
decision-maker not in the room? It is such an important issue, and no-one is here to give a decent answer on it. 
I can put the question on notice, and not get an answer for a month. I am trying to draw attention to the fact that 
Western Australians are living in dangerous circumstances, and this government is doing nothing to protect them. 
That is a very important issue, and I am fully entitled to come in here today and ask that question, just like the 
Leader of the Opposition, when she asked her question of the Premier, who was not here to answer. The Premier, 
as we know, sits at the top of the government, and we have this rolling situation of states of emergency. Parliament 
was forced to accept an extension to the Emergency Management Act provisions to allow the government to continue 
to govern as though it were in a state of emergency, yet its ministers are tootling across the world on jaunts, and 
are not actually here in Parliament on scheduled sitting days. They could go after Parliament rises. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: The member for Wanneroo is doing her usual interrupting, and I cannot understand what the 
member for Moore is saying. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order, but if the member for Wanneroo would curtail her remarks, 
that would be appreciated. 

Debate Resumed 
DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.45 pm]: I join this debate and support the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I hear a lot of interjections from the other side. We have just had a two-week break. 
Ms S. Winton: I wasn’t on a break; I was working. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: We have two weeks of Parliament, and then we head into the extended winter break from 
Parliament. Those are the times when people can go away, but today neither the Premier nor the Deputy Premier 
are present in the house. We understand that there may be times when one or the other has to be away, but both are 
away at the same time. The Deputy Premier, who has an extended break coming up, instead takes two weeks of 
parliamentary time away from this place. Western Australia is apparently in a state of emergency—a situation so 
dire that we need extraordinary powers that limit the scrutiny that the opposition can apply to the government. This 
means the opposition cannot get answers to questions it has on decisions made under the state of emergency. Yet the 
minister responsible for emergency services is not in this state. Again, that minister had two weeks when Parliament 
was not sitting to go away, and there will be an extended five-week break when Parliament is not sitting, but now 
he is not in Parliament. The Minister for Energy is away to make the announcement about Collie, as was well pointed 
out by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. That minister could have done that on any other day, but chooses not 
to be here in Parliament. 
This government has absolute contempt for this place, its own responsibilities and the role of the opposition. We see 
it continuously. We see the Minister for Planning—I could not be here for part of her session because I had a prior 
commitment, and given that question time went well over, I could not be in here for a moment—making false claims 
about a meeting that was held in the Italian Club by the Liberal Party and false claims about what was written on 
a whiteboard in this place. The minister thinks this is very humorous, but she is a senior member of the government 
who is treating this place as a joke, and the government is treating this place with contempt. We see on the other 
side an utterly dismissive and arrogant government. We know the government has the numbers in both places, but 
that has clearly gone to its head. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 

Dr D.J. HONEY: The government thinks it can do or say anything. It does not answer questions in good faith. 
Ministers give ridiculing responses to try to humiliate members on this side, but they do not do their own job, which 
is being open with not just the opposition, but also the public of Western Australia. We are asking the questions 
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on behalf of the people of Western Australia. As I said, the Premier, the Deputy Premier and other senior ministers 
are out of this chamber on the few days—the one in six days of the year—on which Parliament is sitting. 

We have seen this in relation to freedom of information. I received an answer to a freedom of information request 
recently. The memorandum that came with it was about five times longer than the information that was provided. 
It was so redacted that no information was provided to me. Parliament is at the core of our democracy and we have 
an ascendant government that has total control of Parliament. We are seeing the Premier, the Deputy Premier and 
senior ministers treating this Parliament and the public of Western Australia with contempt by not answering 
questions and not being open, direct and honest, but simply trying to ridicule the opposition.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [3.49 pm]: I want to start by reflecting on what is 
happening here. The opposition has put forward a motion that condemns the Premier and ministers for their disrespect 
of Parliament. Even though there were about five opposition members in the chamber and about 40 government 
members, we voted to support their right to have the debate. Let us reflect on that. There were five opposition 
members and 40 government members, yet to waste the time of this place, they put forward a motion that 
condemns us and we voted to let them present their debate. Is that being disrespectful of Parliament? I think 
that is being too kind. There have been many instances when the good Leader of the House, who is not here at 
the moment, agreed to suspend standing orders to deal with matters that are not urgent. Members may know 
that I have been watching — 

Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have been around for about 25 years and I have watched a lot of parliamentary debates. The 
side of politics that has 40 members has supported the other side that has five members to allow those members 
20 minutes to try to condemn us. The motion seeks to condemn us for our disrespect of Parliament, even though 
we have granted members opposite the time to debate that motion. 

On the point that the member for Mirrabooka has just raised—I think it is a good point—when members opposite 
did not have five people to stand in this place to support a matter of public interest that condemned the government, 
we gave them two members to support the motion. I can tell members that that would never have happened under 
Colin Barnett or Richard Court—a government lending its members to the opposition so that it had the right to condemn 
the government. I can tell members about disrespect of Parliament. I sat there when the Premier of the day shouted 
hysterically at me. I was seven months pregnant and I brought in a bottle of water and the Premier took a point of 
order and tried to get me kicked out, so do not talk to me about respect of Parliament and parliamentary members. 
The first point is that we lent the opposition our members to give it the numbers to move a motion to condemn us. 

Ms A. Sanderson: Shall we stop? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: If members opposite want us to stop—if this is what they will do in return and this is their 
level of appreciation—we will. It is about respect. Members opposite think that they can say whatever and we will 
not get offended. They think they can do whatever and we will not get offended. Frankly, I am offended that they 
have come in here and tried to make a political point about the Premier being in Collie and the Minister for State 
Development, Jobs and Trade; Tourism being overseas. We are offended. The idea that we should just sit here and 
accept what they throw at us is wrong. My first point is that we lent our members to the opposition so that it could 
condemn us. 

The second point is that members opposite were told at 9.45 this morning who was not going to be in this chamber. 
This is a pathetic stunt. Members ran off to 6PR and said, “Oh, my god, we’re such victims.” I have never seen 
a group of people focus so much on themselves. Do members know why no-one is listening to them? It is because 
they focus just on themselves; it is about them being victims. They are not victims. Grow up! 
There is also the Government Gazette, which outlines the acting ministers. Do members opposite know what they 
should do? I was involved in writing parliamentary questions when I was in opposition. I was an opposition 
spokesperson. Members need to find out who is available, draft a question and, Deputy Leader of the National Party, 
give notice. That does not mean that they put it on notice. Do I have to stand here and tell members opposite how 
to conduct themselves in this place? If members want detailed information, they need to provide some notice, and 
that means that they give notice approximately two hours before question time. That is what it is. The Deputy Leader 
of the National Party said that if he puts something on notice, it will take weeks. No; it is providing notice of 
a question. When there is an acting minister, that is what a member should do—provide notice. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am sorry, but the member has no idea. His point is completely wrong. Do I have to stand 
here and tell him how to provide notice? I am an acting minister. 
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Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Could you be quiet! 

I am an acting minister. If the member wants information about that portfolio, he should give me two hours’ notice, 
as has always been the practice in this place. He should not say, “If I have to give notice, I’ll get it in two weeks.” 
That is absolutely wrong. The Government Gazette outlines the acting ministers. That is our Parliament. 

The fourth point is that the member has said that cladding is very important. I just went through the Hansard of 
the estimates hearing held on 26 May. It was an important day. Not only was it my birthday, but also it was the day 
on which the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce appeared at the estimates hearing. The member for Moore 
was here. How many questions did he ask about cladding during that estimates hearing? 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member said that he ran out of time. Something else that people need to educate themselves 
about is that the opposition called for a reduced estimates timetable. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Members of the opposition, you have had your say. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Normally, we go until 10 o’clock, but the opposition wanted a shorter estimates timetable. I think 
the member had hours to ask questions of the Minister for Commerce, but he did not ask one question. In fact, 
another member in this place has done some quick research and found that it has been over 125 days since the member 
asked a question about cladding in this place. He was at that estimates hearing three weeks ago with the minister, 
but he did not ask one question, yet today there is some sort of urgency. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. Just because the member is lazy — 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He has asked about the state of emergency. Again, there is an acting minister. There is this idea 
that everyone in Western Australia is worried about the state of emergency. I do not know about you guys, but 
I have been out and about a bit. I went to the WA Day celebration and there were tens of thousands of people there. 
Do members think they were all saying, “Oh, my goodness; there’s a state of emergency. I can’t do anything”? Why 
do we have a state of emergency? Members should know by now. It underpins our ability to require masks to be 
worn in aged-care facilities and hospitals. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy leader! Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No-one out there is in fear of the state of emergency. Everyone is travelling, going to festivals 
and nightclubs, and having parties. The whole place is going really well. No-one has said to me, “Why do you still 
have a state of emergency?” No-one is asking that; they are just going about their business, because it is very much 
a free society. Of course we need the state of emergency for quarantine and isolation requirements should people 
get COVID-19, mask wearing and some of the precautions that are still in place. 

The moving of this motion was a disgraceful, pathetic act. It demonstrates to me how members opposite focus on 
themselves. It is always about being the victim. It is always about themselves; they are offended. They manufacture 
offence somehow, saying “Oh, my goodness, it’s terrible that the Premier was not here at question time.” For 
goodness sakes! I have been in this place long enough to know that this Premier is in this Parliament more than 
anyone I have ever seen. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms A.E. Kent) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (5) 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr R.S. Love Mr P.J. Rundle (Teller)  
Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam  
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Noes (41) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Mr M. Hughes Mr Y. Mubarakai Dr K. Stratton 
Mr G. Baker Mr H.T. Jones Ms L.A. Munday Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr A.D. Buti Ms E.J. Kelsbie Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr J.N. Carey Ms A.E. Kent Mr S.J. Price Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Ms C.M. Collins Dr J. Krishnan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms L. Dalton Mr P. Lilburne Ms R. Saffioti Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms D.G. D’Anna Ms S.F. McGurk Ms A. Sanderson Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr D.R. Michael Mr D.A.E. Scaife  
Ms M.J. Hammat Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.A. Millman Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

Question thus negatived. 
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